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Stitching on wheels

Soft Stitch creates new twist in garment industry with mobile unit

wdy and Sharon Shep
ard have pur 3 new
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dery businen. By uung
» cumomired mobile tratler 10
RV clienits, the \l‘u.i"uh{'l
have incrcased revenues of
their firm Soft Soech, a -
vear-old alterations and
embroidery shop headquar
tered in Gincensboro, Noeth
Carolina. Earnings in 1996
reached $2%0,000
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golf dhites and jackers. On any given
day, Rudy Shepard loads his trailes
with two stitching machines and a
COMTUpAECT £ make rounds to lea mae-
kéts, boat and horse shows, and
motorcycle ralles
The shop 6 oquipped with a bour
head machine o handle large orden
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machines for stitching and & computes
1o conligure patterns, Shepard pro-
vider on-the s embrosdery for cus
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“| wanted o be able o go out and get
bassiness and bring it back 1o the shop,”

Amaong the Shepords
are ATET and Procter & Gamble
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mobile, we can actually
e aiply our locations.” He says it abio
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Prices for embroidery vary according
to the amount of witching, but can
cost a8 livtde as 58 for onc item, The
Shepards, who sccept large orden, can
embrokder & many as 500 iterms 0 a
single order with a urnaround time of
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car washing servioe betore finally find-

Soft Stitch

I AUCCCRS O whoeks. ln 1991, he and
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alterations shop with 330,000
obtancd from bank loans, pemonal
SAVIAES and patiial hnanang lom
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CUSTOMET foquests for embroidery,
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scrvices amd
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As the bun
ness cxpanded
the Shepards moved their nine
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l'flﬁ].ll.:'.:n‘-n' Firmm vo a 2,000 - apage
in 1995, They purchascd sdditional
embrondery machine and were won
tking orders from companics such a
ATE T, Procter & Gambie and AMI®
a muanulacturer ol n!.blh".’\ andd con-
nectors., - | hese davs, thar's where the
bulk of our business v based
corporabons,” savs Shepand

—Sonya Kimble-Ellis
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